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INTRODUCTION
The 5th edition of the José Lutzenberger 
Sustainability Biennial, to be held at the EURO-
ELECS 2015, promotes the Latin American and 
European Design Competition of Ideas for a 
more Sustainable Built Environment, and has 
the theme “More Sustainable Schools”, in this 
edition.

OBJECTIVE
To promote and encourage the integration of 
products, processes and sustainable techniques 
in the production of a built environment and 
considering the concept of sustainability in all 
its comprehensiveness, through  a competition 
of a project/design ideas  . Therefore, the aim 
is to encourage solutions that consider the 
urgent need to reverse the impacts – social, 
economic and environmental – that occur 
in the construction industry in general, to 
continuously improve the built environment, in 
particular and the environment in its totality. 
The competition has an international character 
and the participation of multidisciplinary teams 
is encouraged.

TARGET AUDIENCE
Students and professionals who can contribute 
to the achievement of the stated goal.

1 Project/design should be understood as a graphical 
representation of ideas, complemented by explanatory and 
supporting texts.



AWARDS
All participants who submit projects that 
are accepted to compete for awards will 
receive a certificate of participation of the 
José Lutzenberger Sustainability Biennial. The 
selected projects will be awarded with following 
prizes:

Professional Category

1st place:
1 Tablet 10.5” 4G Wifi + Certificate 

2nd place:
1 Tablet 10.5” Wifi + Certificate 

Honorable Mention:
1 E-book reader colour Wifi + Certificate

Student Category

1st place:
1 Tablet 10.5” 4G Wifi + Certificate 

2nd place:
1 Tablet 10.5” Wifi + Certificate 

Honorable Mention:
1 E-book reader colour Wifi + Certificate



THE BIENNIAL
The 5th José Lutzenberger Biennial will take 
place from 21 to 23 July 2015, in Guimarães, 
Portugal, along the 1st Latin American 
and European conference on Sustainable 
Buildings and Communities. This 5th edition of 
the Biennial is being hosted by the Working 
Group of Sustainable Development of the 
Brazilian National Association of the Built 
Environment Technology – ANTAC as well as 
by the organizing committee of the 1st Euro-
ELECS, with the support of other institutions 
involved in the event. The initial proposal for 
this series of Biennials occurred during the 
3rd National Meeting on Sustainable Buildings 
and Communities, held in 2003 in São Carlos/
SP (Brazil) and was approved in a meeting 
of the GT on Sustainable Development, held 
during the 10th National Meeting of the Built 
Environment Technology in São Paulo/SP 
(Brazil) in 2004. The first edition was held in 
2007. 

The name of the Biennial is the recognition 
of the significant contribution given by the 
Brazilian environmentalist and agronomist 
Jose Lutzenberger (1926-2002) to the 
development of research and teaching on 
sustainability.

THEME
The theme chosen for the 5th José 
Lutzenberger Biennial is “More Sustainable 
Schools”.

Projects may address any specifics regarding 
the design of schools, whether primary, 
secondary or higher education, involving 
products and building systems (traditional 
and alternative) that promote quality and 
demonstrative potential of guidelines 
related to sustainability in a broader form of 
understanding.



GUIDING CONCEPTS
Sustainability implies living within the 
carrying capacity of the planet. Sustainable 
development is the one that leads to 
sustainability and is defined as the creation 
of processes and systems that are non-
polluting, that conserve energy and natural 
resources, that are economically viable, 
safe and healthy for all involved and that 
are socially rewarding for all stakeholders, 
for the short and long term future (GLAVIC; 
LUKMAN, 2007). An environment or a 
sustainable activity seeks to support itself 
in a proper context and from the isolated 
action, seeking to expand its surroundings 
and the entire city.

It is believed that sustainable construction 
promotes low environmental impact, 
respects the natural environment, adopts 
comfortable solutions without the use of 
artificial mechanisms, maximizes the use of 
resources, uses renewable and recyclable 
resources, has healthy environments, takes 
care of the waste produced and respects 
the cultural peculiarities of the user and 
its surroundings. Sustainable architecture 
is associated with the main dimensions of 
sustainable development (SILVA; SHIMBO, 
2001).

Although the aspects of sustainability 
are identified and classified with small 
differences between proponents authors, it 
can be stated that the concept is founded on 
five pillars: environmental, economic, social, 
political and cultural.

BACKGROUND
The awareness for more sustainable societies 
permeates, among other things, the education 
that stimulates and enhances the experience 
on attitudes focused on environmental, 
social and cultural concerns, with particular 
emphasis on the rational use of natural 
elements and the creation of architectural 
spaces that mitigate human interference with 
the environment in which it operates. 

Schools proposals grounded on concepts 
related to sustainability are the responsibility, 
in particular, of professionals as well as of 
public and private powers. The 5th José 
Lutzenberger Biennial instigates professionals 
and students to propose, through questions 
and assessments, alternative projects 
regarding processes, technologies and 
products to an education associated with 
knowledge and attitudes for results that 
impact on educational background with 
sustainable merit.



Environmental

Advocates streamlining the 
allocation of resources, with the 

limitation of those exhaustible or 
harmful to the environment; reducing 

the volume of waste through energy 
conservation and recycling practices; 
research into more environmentally 
appropriate technologies; and implementation 
of environmental protection policies. 
Proposes a harmonious relationship of 
the built object with the surrounding 

environment, especially with regard 
to climate and natural or cultural 

landscape in which it is 
inserted.

Economic

Encourages the realization 
of the economic potential 

that considers primarily the 
distribution of wealth and income 

associated with a reduction of social 
and environmental externalities, 
seeking macro-social positive 
results. Also considers the search 
for economically solutions viable 

in short, medium and long 
term.

Social

Advocates the viability 
of equitable distribution of 

wealth and opportunities, fighting 
up the practices of exclusion, 

discrimination and reproduction of 
poverty and respecting diversity in 
all of its forms of expression. Some 
authors also include the search 
for appropriate conditions of 

comfort, safety and quality of 
life of users of buildings 

and cities.

Political

Encourages the creation 
of mechanisms that increase 

society’s participation in 
decision making, recognizing 
and respecting the rights of 
all, surpassing the practices 
and policies of exclusion and 
promoting the development 

of citizenship.

Cultural

Encourages the 
promotion of cultural 

diversity and identity in all 
of its forms of expression and 
representation, especially those 
that identify endogenous roots, also 
favoring the conservation of urban, 
landscape and environmental 
heritage that refers to the 

history and memory of the 
communities.



CONCEPTUAL GUIDELINES FOR EVALUATION
Complementing the guiding concepts presented in these terms of reference, and based on the work of the International Living Future 
Institute (Living Building Challenge 3.0, 2014), additional guidelines for evaluating the work of this competition involve the following topics:

Place

Restore healthy 
relationship with 

the place.

Realign the 
relationship between 

people and the 
natural and built 
environment that 

surrounds them. The 
environment must 
reconnect with the 
history of the place 

and the unique 
features found in 

each location.

Water

Proposition of 
independent 

technology for 
the collection, 
use and reuse.

Evaluate water 
usage and redefine 

alternatives to obtain, 
use and reuse, 

with economically 
and culturally 

viable solutions.

Energy

Consider the use 
of clean energy.

Highlight the new 
concepts where the 
built environment 
adopts renewable 

energy sources 
and operates in a 
safe and efficient 

manner, minimizing 
the generation 

of pollutants and 
seeking for low 

energy consumption.

Health 

Spaces that offer 
psychological health 

and well-being.

Emphasize project 
guidelines that 
enable healthy 

spaces and 
provide the well-
being of users.



Materials 

Products safe for 
the environment.

Encourage the 
use of non-toxic 

materials, recyclable, 
renewable, durable, 

low maintenance 
and from the 

local community, 
emphasizing the 

project optimization 
for the economy 

of materials.

Equity

Support a fair and 
equitable solution.

Correlate the 
impacts of the 

project and of the 
development to 

promote the sense 
of community, 

where dignity and 
equality of access 
is made possible.

Aesthetics

The project as an 
object that creates 

transformative 
change.

Recognizing 
the need for the 
beauty element 

as a precursor to 
preserve, conserve 

and provide 
transformative 

change.

Education

Since this is the 
design of a school 
it is also expected 
that the proposal 
enables not only 
more sustainable 
buildings, but also 
to serve as a tool 
for education and 

multiplication of the 
concepts inherent 

to the theme.



PREVIOUS COMPETITIONS
Ideas Competition
Conducting: ANTAC/PLEA 
Date: 1995 
Theme: Sustainable Housing for Disadvantaged Populations
Winners: Professional Category | Student Category 
More information: http://www.habitare.org.br/
pdf/publicacoes/arquivos/colecao9/CAP4.pdf

1st José Lutzenberger Sustainability Biennial 
Conducting: IV ENECS e II ELECS
Date: 2007
Location: Campo Grande/MS
Theme: Live School
Winners: Professional Category | Student Category 

2nd José Lutzenberger Sustainability Biennial 
Conducting: V ENECS e III ELECS
Date: 2009
Location: Recife/PE
Theme: More sustainable housing of social interest 
Winners: Professional Category | Student Category

3rd José Lutzenberger Sustainability Biennial 
Conducting: VI ENECS e IV ELECS
Date: 2011
Location: Vitória/ES
Theme: More sustainable schools 
Winners: Professional Category | Student Category

4th José Lutzenberger Sustainability Biennial
Conducting: VI ENECS e IV ELECS
Date: 2013
Location: Curitiba/PR
Theme: More sustainable housing of social interest
Winners: Professional Category | Student Category 



PARTICIPANTS
Student Category: Individual participants 
or teams of up to eight students from any 
undergraduate degree offered by higher 
education institutions can apply. The student(s) 
should submit a proof of enrollment. 

In this category, each team must have a 
supervisor teacher and he/she should be 
enabled in the respective course. Each work 
should have a single supervisor. The number 
of works submitted to the Biennial, guided by 
a teacher cannot exceed three. The supervisor 
teacher signs the registration form of the team. 

Note: Work carried out in the years 2013, 2014 
and 2015, including works from Monograph of 
degree completion, defended this period will 
be accepted.* The supervisor teacher must also 
sign the registration form for the work.

Professional category: Individual participants or 
teams of up to five professionals can apply. 

Note: Members of the Organizing Committee 
are not allowed to participate in this biennial.

* Modified January 12, 2015



REGULATION
It is expected that the participation in the 5th Biennial complies with the objective of promoting and 
encouraging the integration of the concept and of the sustainable building techniques in the human habitat, 
aimed at reversing the degenerative processes for the production of the built environment and striving for 
it continuous improvement for the mankind and other species.

Location of the project: each participant or team, can choose the city and the location where they want to 
place the project. In any situation, participants should characterize the social climatic, physical, economic 
and environmental context of the area of influence.

Language: Works will be accepted in Portuguese, English and Spanish.

Presentation: Works should be presented in up to 08 (eight) panels, numbered, in A3 format (297 x 420 
mm), landscape oriented and without any reference identifying the authorship. A pseudonym for each job 
should be created and inserted into the panels along with the sequential numbering and both should be 
located on the lower right edge. It is suggested that at least 50% of each board is reserved for illustrating 
the work produced (drawings, pictures, etc.).

Submission of works: The submission of works must be in digital file, together with the registration form 
(see model in http://civil.uminho.pt/Euro-ELECS-2015/en/Design-Competition.php). Digital panels must 
be produced in PDF in a single file and with maximum size of 20 MB. Attachments, physical models or 
files in different format to that proposed will not be accepted. Failure to send the digital file is grounds for 
disqualification of the work.



CHRONOGRAM
For both categories: 

STEP 1: REGISTRATION OF THE TEAM

Deadline: until May 28, 2015* 

Content to send: registration form filled 

Attention: registration is free. The registration 
forms can be send with scanned signatures or 
even without signature.*

STEP 2: SUBMISSION OF PROJECTS 

Deadline: until May 29, 2015 

Sending: panels in digital format with the project. 

The organizing committee of the 5th José 
Lutzenberger Biennial will send an email of 
confirmation of receipt of the work. If the 
sender does not receive a confirmation within 
48 hours after sending the project he/she 
must contact the committee by email through 
bienal.euroelecs2015@gmail.com or by phone 
through +55 27 4009-2581 (Brazil) and +351 
253 510 499 (Portugal).

Email address to send the documents of steps 1 and 
2 and any questions regarding this announcement: 
bienal.euroelecs2015@gmail.com

* Modified January 12, 2015



JUDGING COMMITTEE
The Chair of the Panel will be 
held by Prof. Dr. Miguel Sattler, 
of the Federal University of Rio 
Grande do Sul (Brazil) and the 
body of jurors will consist of two 
professors from Brazil and two 
from Portugal, to be published in 
due time on the event’s website.

CRITERIA
Projects will be evaluated on the following criteria: 

• Degree of contribution to the advancing of   
sustainability through projects, products and processes 
for a more sustainable built environment; 
• Consideration of the items defined in the “CONCEPTUAL 
GUIDELINES FOR EVALUATION” in this regulation;
• Creativity and originality of the solutions; 
• Quality and clarity of the presentation; 
• Consistency in the relationship proposal x costs; and 
• Adequacy to the integration context. 

At the sole discretion of the Judging Committee, additional 
Honorable Mentions to those foreseen may be granted, also. The 
Judging Committee may also not grant awards in any levels or 
categories, if it is considered that the works presented have no 
proper qualifications to be awarded.



DISSEMINATION OF RESULTS
The announcement of the winning projects and 
honorable mentions will occur during Euro-
ELECS 2015, in a solemn session convened 
especially for this purpose, during which awards 
will be granted to the authors which are present. 
In the case of the winners are not present they 
will be contacted later.

DOWNLOADS
Registration forms for the Biennial are available 
for download at:

http://civil.uminho.pt/Euro-ELECS-2015/en/
Design-Competition.php



ORGANIZING COMMITTEE

Profª Drª Cristina Engel de Alvarez (LPP/UFES)

Profª Drª Márcia Bissoli Dalvi (LPP/UFES) 

Profª. MSc. Edna Aparecida Nico Rodrigues (LPP/UFES) 

Contact: bienal.euroelecs2015@gmail.com



REFERENCES
GLAVIC, P.; LUKMAN, R. Review of sustainability terms and their 
definitions. Journal of Cleaner Production. v. 15, n. 10, p. 1875 
– 1885, dez. 2007. Disponível em: <http://www.sciencedirect.
com/science/article/pii/S0959652607000029>. Acesso em: 
03 out. 2014.

LIVING FUTURE INSTITUTE. Living Building Challenge 3.0. 
2014. Disponível em: <http://living-future.org/lbc>. Acesso 
em: 05 out. 2014.

SILVA, S. R. M.; SHIMBO, I. Proposição básica para princípios 
de sustentabilidade. In: ENCONTRO NACIONAL, 2. 
ENCONTRO LATINO-AMERICANO SOBRE EDIFICAÇÕES 
E COMUNIDADES SUSTENTÁVEIS, 1., 2001, Canela. Anais...  
Canela: ANTAC, 2011.




